The final year the Hants Grand National
was held — 1983 | think - it was at the Hamer
Warren track. Not the deep, sandy hills of
Matchams but the small, round pebbles
which blasted riders’ upper bodies were
the same. Possibly due to a GP reschedule,
the event was held without the usual world
championship stars and | sure made the most
of it —around £750 in the bank for lifting that
star-studded trophy!

Then it was up to Bootle for another good
day and another 150 quid, then back down to
Luton to win again and bag a further £30 for
each race and another £40 for the all-comers
final. So a weekend worth just over a grand
which may not seem much now but back
then — when petrol was £1 a gallon,

a new 490 Yam cost about £1500 and
my one-bedroom house cost £30K - it
wasn't too shabby!

This Good Friday we headed to the
Huck Cup and Mike Brown Memorial race
at Marshfield where Shaun and Tommy
continued their battle in a more relaxed
atmosphere. By any standards this was a
fantastic event and a pleasure to be a part of
— a great entry and a fantastic track that was
10-deep with spectators in some parts. Okay,
maybe not the best results for Shaun on the
day but well done to everyone involved in
this fantastic event...
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